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January 17, 2022 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE:   

Student-Teacher HAWK Nest Meeting  
On Wednesday, December 22 we held a HAWKS Nest advisor/advisee meeting group. 
The purpose of HAWK Nests is to come together as a school community in a virtual grouping to 
build healthy relationships and teach social & emotional skills. HAWK Nests start with members 
identifying how they’re feeling through a fist to 5 (holding up one through five fingers to indicate 
how they are feeling) and meet HAWK’s Nest members and get to know each other.  
The purpose of the December HAWK Nest lesson was to introduce the idea of resilience to 
students and help them identify ways that they can be resilient. During the lesson, students 
watched a brief video on resilience and advisors talked with students about the meaning of 
resilience being to keep trying and not giving up.  
 

Universal Screens 
As part of our comprehensive universal screening process, all students will be taking a 
variety of universal screens in math and ELA over the next month, The purpose of the 
universal screens is to enable the teaching team to obtain information on student 
performance in relation to grade level norms. Such information is used to inform our 
instruction relative to each student.  
 

Thank You PTO! 
A big thanks to our amazing PTO for purchasing or helping to fund the following items for our 
students: 

• Fifth Grade Class t-shirts 
• A large assortment of recess balls.  
• New Lego robots for our blossoming Lego Robotics Club 
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Animal Print Day  

Wednesday we held an animal print/camouflage spirit day. Students and staff dressed in their 
favorite animal print of camouflage clothing.  

 
Our next spirit day is January 28 - Mismatch Day  

 

 

 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
                                         
Dear Fifth Grade Parents: 
 

On Monday, February 1st, our fifth grade students will have the unique opportunity to 
spend a portion of the day (virtually) with students from Canton High School.  The high 
school students are trained counselors who work with younger children as part of a 
program known as Esteem.  This year marks the 23rd year that Tolland Public Schools 
has been partnering with the Esteem Program. The partnership began while fifth grade 
was a part of Tolland Middle School. Below is a portion of an article published in the 
Journal Inquirer about the Esteem Program visiting TMS in 2000. 
 

TOLLAND - A group of Canton High School students spent much of Thursday 

with local fifth-graders, using skits, rap sessions, and audience 

participation to convey messages about saying no to drugs, the 

importance of self-esteem, and increasing communication with parents. 

About 20 Canton High students, specially trained as peer counselors for 

younger students, worked with the children throughout the afternoon and 

evening in the Tolland Middle School's gymnasium. The group, known as 

Esteem, used activities such as discussions, poems, dances, and skits. 

In the evening, parents of the students filled the bleachers in the 

gym, and watched as the fifth-graders learned about peer pressure, 

friends, communication among family members, control, and self-esteem. 

 

https://www.journalinquirer.com/archives/tolland-5th-graders-get-esteem-

presentation/article_7fe48381-06ce-529d-a965-2ce13d344481.html 

 

Some of the topics covered in the Esteem program are:   
• Self-esteem  
• Awareness of drug and alcohol-related issues 
• Helping others  
• Understanding feelings 
• Developing coping skills 

 

This year, Canton students and their two teacher-advisors will work virtually with our 
students and teachers the morning of February 1st. 
 

Students should wear their 5th grade t-shirt. 
 



If you have any questions regarding the Esteem Program, please contact your child’s 
teacher.  
 

We look forward to having you and your child experience this memorable day. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

The Fifth Grade Teachers 

 

  

 



         

 

 

T.I.S. Calendar 

 

January – Empathy Month 

 17 NO SCHOOL 

 26 Coffee with the Principal (see flyer) 

 27 NO SCHOOL (teacher in-service) 

NEW: 28 Mismatched Day 

  

 

 

February – Kindness Month 

 2 PTO Meeting via Zoom, 7 pm 

 9 Coffee with the Principal (see flyer) 

 11 Sports Team Day 

 16 Silly Hair Day 

 16 Early Release, 12:40 dismissal 

  

  
 



FROM LAST WEEK’S DIGITAL BACKPACK: 

 

FROM THE T.I.S. NURSE’S OFFICE: 

 

The nurse has run out of snacks for students. We are actively 

seeking donations of saltine crackers, goldfish crackers, and 

applesauce. Please remind your student to pack a snack for 

school. Due to potential food allergies the only donations we are 

looking for are the items listed above. Thank you in advance for 

helping. We would like to have donations submitted after the 

winter break. Thank you from TIS School Nurse 

 

 

        
 

 

  



FROM THE T.I.S. READING DEPARTMENT: 

 

 

This and That from the T.I.S. Reading Department / January 2022 

And...some books about words (because it’s always a good idea to read).   

First this:  Word of the year 2021:  

from Merriam Webster: Vaccine 

Word of the Year 2021 | Vaccine | Merriam-Webster 
 

from Cambridge: Perseverance 

Cambridge Dictionary's Word of the Year 2021 
 

from Oxford: Vax 

Word of the Year | Oxford Languages 
 

Pertaining to a cow?  The etymology of the word “vaccine”. 
Every word has a story. You can research the history of the word “vaccine” as 
well as other words here on etymonline: 
https://www.etymonline.com/search?.q=vaccine&ref=searchbar_searchhint 
 

Now that:  More books for young wordsmiths: 
The Word Collector Hardcover – Picture Book, April 1, 2012 
The Word Collector Hardcover – Picture Book, January 30, 2018 
Amazon.com: The Boy Who Loved Words: 9780375836015: Schotter, Roni, Potter, Giselle: 
Books 
Miss Alaineus: A Vocabulary Disaster: Frasier, Debra: 9780152060534: Amazon.com: Books 
Take Away the A [Paperback] [Jan 01, 2012] NA: Micha l Escoffier: 9781783443444: 
Amazon.com: Books 
The Right Word: Roget and His Thesaurus Hardcover – Picture Book, September 15, 2014 
 21 Picture Books About Words: Stories To Enrich Your Child's Word Power 

 

 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/word-of-the-year/vaccine
https://dictionaryblog.cambridge.org/2021/11/17/cambridge-dictionarys-word-of-the-year-2021/
https://languages.oup.com/word-of-the-year/
https://www.etymonline.com/search?q=vaccine&ref=searchbar_searchhint
https://www.amazon.com/Word-Collector-Sonja-Wimmer/dp/8415241348/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2CD6GZXTAM2O2&keywords=The+Word+Collector+Sonja+Wimmer&qid=1641493549&sprefix=the+word+collector+sonja+wimmer%2Caps%2C69&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Word-Collector-Peter-H-Reynolds/dp/0545865026/ref=as_li_ss_tl?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1569263387&sr=8-2&linkCode=sl1&tag=childh101-20&linkId=f114f262968fd2b0ab2d5de9e4a56ffd
https://www.amazon.com/Boy-Who-Loved-Words/dp/0375836012/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1BH3N8TY5VCDK&keywords=the+boy+who+loved+words&qid=1641492913&s=books&sprefix=the+boy+who+loved+%2Cstripbooks%2C62&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Boy-Who-Loved-Words/dp/0375836012/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1BH3N8TY5VCDK&keywords=the+boy+who+loved+words&qid=1641492913&s=books&sprefix=the+boy+who+loved+%2Cstripbooks%2C62&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Miss-Alaineus-Vocabulary-Debra-Frasier/dp/0152060537/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&linkCode=sl1&tag=childh101-20&linkId=b38eaf200dd27fa711ffc21a6f38b118
https://www.amazon.com/Take-Away-Howard-Hughes/dp/1783443448/ref=pd_bxgy_img_1/142-3283244-4495861?pd_rd_w=cHFWE&pf_rd_p=c64372fa-c41c-422e-990d-9e034f73989b&pf_rd_r=XKHM4A44R9XNDM0YWVFA&pd_rd_r=87f430e5-601f-4ba2-9657-68af1d241f4e&pd_rd_wg=5pIm2&pd_rd_i=1783443448&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Take-Away-Howard-Hughes/dp/1783443448/ref=pd_bxgy_img_1/142-3283244-4495861?pd_rd_w=cHFWE&pf_rd_p=c64372fa-c41c-422e-990d-9e034f73989b&pf_rd_r=XKHM4A44R9XNDM0YWVFA&pd_rd_r=87f430e5-601f-4ba2-9657-68af1d241f4e&pd_rd_wg=5pIm2&pd_rd_i=1783443448&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Right-Word-Roget-His-Thesaurus/dp/0802853854/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2FABHC39ANMWW&keywords=the+right+word+roget+and+his+thesaurus&qid=1641493753&sprefix=The+Right+Word%2Caps%2C80&sr=8-1
https://childhood101.com/picture-books-words-word-play-vocabulary/


 



 

  



  



 

Tolland Intermediate School 

96 Old Post Road 

Tolland, CT  06084 

860.870-6885                               

Attention: 4th Grade Students and Families 

4th Grade Chorus Sign-Up Information 

 

     I am very excited that we can start 4th Grade Chorus!  

     4th Grade Chorus meets 1 day per week. (Band students: you can sing in the Chorus, too!)   4th 

Grade Chorus meets on Friday mornings from 8:00 to 8:40 a.m. in the Cafeteria.  A small second 

section for students who cannot be dropped off before school will meet during the 4th grade recess 

time in Mrs. Marchesani’s room. According to the State of CT guidelines, Chorus members will sing 

with masks on and be spaced 3 feet apart. The Spring concert will be an evening performance, date 

TBA. 4th Grade Chorus begins on Friday, December 10, 2021! 

 Student Responsibilities:  

• Understand that Chorus is a year-long commitment 

• Attend weekly rehearsals  

• Follow basic music room guidelines 

           Respect others, yourself, and all materials 

           Always do your best work 

                Always use your best manners  

• Stay on task during rehearsals 

 

Chorus Benefits 

• Develop proper singing techniques & healthy vocal habits 

• Singing two, three or four part rounds & partner songs 

• Learn how to read basic notation 

• Refine performance skills  

• Experience movement & expression 

• Experience & enjoy a wide variety of music 

• Have lots of fun !!!!!!!!!! 

To sign up:  Send the Chorus Contract  (page 2)  back to TIS by Friday, December 3rd.   

 Chorus is open to anyone in fourth grade. No audition required!  Students that sign up for chorus 

are “instant members.” 

     I am looking forward to a great chorus year!  Please contact me during the school year if you 

have any questions or concerns. 

Sincerely,  

Mrs. Norma Marchesani                       

nmarchesani@tolland.k12.ct.us or 860-870-6885, x 40226. 

 

KEEP THIS PAGE 
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Tolland Intermediate School 

96 Old Post Road 

Tolland, CT  06084 

860.870-6885 

 

Student______________________________________________________     

 

 Classroom Teacher_____________________________________________ 

 

The following questions will help me with scheduling and music planning. Remember: no 

previous experience is necessary! ☺ 

 

What was your favorite song in 2nd or 3rd grade?  

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Do you prefer Morning Chorus (Friday 8:00-8:40 a.m.) or Recess Chorus?  

 

 Please circle:   Morning        Recess (recess Chorus is limited to 10 students)  

 
*Morning Chorus is most highly recommended. Students have less than 25 minutes of 

rehearsal time at recess* 

**************Chorus Contract************** 

 

I understand that every Chorus member is important to the success of the group. The 4th 

Grade Chorus is incomplete unless I attend my weekly rehearsals and scheduled 

performance(s). I fully understand my responsibilities and agree to all the policies of the 

4th Grade Chorus.  

 

_______________________________  _______________________________ 

Student Signature      Parent/Guardian Signature 

        

Best telephone number _______________ Email___________________________ 

 

Please indicate any additional comments/concerns/accommodations needed 

below.  

Return This Page to Mrs. Marchesani 



 

You Are Cordially Invited To: 

 

 

COFFEE WITH THE PRINCIPAL 

2021-2022 

T.I.S. Coffee with the Principal will be VIRTUAL this year.  

 Meeting Dates: 

  October 27, 2021    February 9, 2022 

  No November Meeting   March 23, 2022 

  December 15, 2021   April 27, 2022 

  January 26, 2022    May 25, 2022 

(all meetings begin at 10:15 a.m.) 

Please RSVP  

to Pam Babey (pbabey@tolland.k12.ct.us) by the day 

before the meeting date you would like to attend.  You will 

then receive a link to the meeting. Please join us! 
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 1 Million Bottle Caps: 

Donate Your Bottle Caps to Keep Our Ocean 
Environment  healthy and safe for everyone.  

 

 
 

    New  Date:  October 1st - June 2022 

 

Please empty your bottle caps (no plastic bags) into the bins 
around the school 

 

Acceptable Types of Bottle Caps:  
 

 

• Beverage bottle caps  
(water, soda, juice, sports drinks) 

• Milk and juice jug caps 
• Medicine caps (no labels) 
• Detergents caps  
• Hair spray and spray paint caps 
• Toothpaste/ointment tube caps 
• Apple sauce pouch caps 
• Flip-top/spout caps (ketchup, mustard, creamer) 
• Shampoo and conditioner caps 
• Peanut butter jar caps  



 



 

 



 

 

The End 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


